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History
Our area’s Stillaguamish are part of the Salish group of ethnically and linguistically related indigenous peoples with a span from the northern 
limit of the Strait of Georgia, the inside and south-end of Vancouver Island, all of the Lower Mainland and most of Puget Sound and the Olympic 
Peninsula. Their traditional territories coincide with modern major metropolitan areas. It is one of the few indigenous cultures along the Coast 
with a patrilineal rather than matrilineal kinship system, with inheritance and descent passed through the male line.  They did not view the soil 
and land as a commodity to be owned but had no right to argue; it was 1924 before Native Americans received U.S. citizenship.

STILLAGUAMISH  TRIBE

The Farm Museum and Garden’s goal is to provide Washington State public school students a visual, non-text, introduction to NW History.  Local Legends are stories our ancestors told (to us), their grandchildren, who are now 75 years of age.  “History” (as compared to “lies perpetrated on the dead” -
mish Tribe.  Plant prose, QR Code Links, and photos are taken from: www.usda.gov (attribution: U.S. Dept. of Agriculture), Wikipedia, and the UofW’s www.biology.burke.washington.edu/herbarium website under educational uses.  URL Links provided by: USDA, NRCS; the PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov) National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA.  Visitors enter under the Revised Codes of the State of Washington - RCW 4.24.200 & 4.24.210 allowing public recreational use, including nature 

Ethnobotanical Gardens
Native plant “starts” from Bonhoeffer Gardens (to your SW, by the I-5) illustrate 99 foods and materials available to 
the American peoples who lived here 10,000 years without the need to develop agriculture.  Planter boxes contain:
American Dunegrass (42)    Baldhip Rose (78)    Beach Strawberry (32)    Bitter Cherry (66)    Bitter Root (41)    Black Crowberry (30)    Blackcap Raspberry (80)    Blue Elderberry (86)    Bracken Fern (69)    Brittle Prickly Pear (52)    Broad-Leaved Shooting Star (28)    Buffalo Berry (90)    Cascara (71)    Cattail (95)    Chokecherry (67)    Clarksia (40)    Coastal Black Gooseberry (74)    Common Juniper (38)    Cow-Parsnip (36)    
Douglas Fir (68)    Douglas’ Hawthorn (27)    Englemann Spruce (58)    Evergreen Huckleberry (96)    False Lily-of-the-Valley (47)    Feathery False Lily-of-the-Valley (48)    Gardner’s Yampah (56)    Giant Vetch (99)    Golden Currant (72)    Great Camas (19)    Hairy Manzanita (12)    Harsh Indian Painbrush (21)    Highbush Cranberry (98)    Indian Celery (45)    Indian Plum (51)    Indian Thistle (23)    Kinnikinnick (13)    

Quaking Aspen (65)    Red Alder (07)    Red Elderberry (87)    Red Flowering Currant (77)    Red Huckleberry (97)    Red Stem Ceanothus (22)    Red-Osier Dogwood (25)    Salal (35)    Salmonberry (82)    Saskatoon Serviceberry (08)    Scouring Rush (31)    Shore Pine (60)    Siberian Springbeauty (24)    Sitka Spruce (59)    Small Camas (20)    Snowberry (91)    Soft Rush (37)    Spreading Stonecrop (89)    

Western Strawberry (33)    Wild Chives (06)    Wild Onion (05)    Willow (over 30 species) (85)    Yarrow (02)    Yelllowbells (34)    Yellow Pond Lily (50)
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Legends & Lessons
“How can you buy or sell the sky - the 
warmth of the land? The idea is strange 
to us. Yet we do not own the freshness of 
the air or the sparkle of the water. How 
can you buy them from us? We will decide 
in our time. Every part of this earth is 
sacred to my people. Every shining pine 
needle, every sandy shore, every mist in 
the dark woods, every clearing, and every 
humming insect is holy in the memory 
and experience of my people.

We know that the white man does not 
understand our ways. One portion of 
land is the same to him as the next, for 
he is a stranger who comes in the night 
and takes from the land whatever he 
needs. The earth is not his brother, but 
his enemy, and when he has conquered it, 
he moves on. He leaves his father’s graves 
and his children’s birthright is forgotten. 
The sight of your cities pains the eyes of 
the redman. But perhaps it is because 
the redman is a savage and does not 
understand.

There is no quiet place in the white man’s 
cities. No place to listen to the leaves of 
spring or the rustle of insect wings. But 
perhaps because I am a savage and do 
not understand - 

A Speech by Chief Seattle of the Dwamish Tribe in 1854 


