
We are a nonprofi t (ad)venture with the goal of hosting 
native plants, including threatened species. The gardens 
are built for today’s modern 2-dimensionally trained and 
Nature-starved youth. Native plant identifi cation is no 
longer taught in schools today as this subject is not on na-
tional tests! Help us train children not to be blind to beauty.

Walkways for those Older than 80 Years of Age
We have exactly .75 mile of ADA circular path that varies 
not 1/4” in grade, built for those in wheelchairs or who wish 
to push walkers (or parents with strollers).  Bonhoeffer 
Gardens’ location is unique, sitting at the open eastern 
end of the 55 mile long Strait of Juan de Fuca. This pro-
vides for a combination of Pacifi c Coastal, Puget Sound 
trough, and Cascade Mountain slope environments, mak-
ing the Gardens’ species unique in scope and diversity.  
There is no similar park/garden solely devoted to native 
NW fl ora; this is the largest known existent.

Visitor Guidelines  
• Enthusiasts, professionals and others escorted by       

invitation (not  yet open to the general public);
• Children must be escorted, ponds are deep;
• Please stay on the paths; do not pick leaves;
• Pet owners must control & manage their animals; and
• Garden visitors assume their own liability.

Memberships are Available
A joint venture of the (PLC) Pilchuck Learning 
Center and (FC) Freeborn Church, the Free-
born Reserve does not charge admissions.  
Revenues derive from donations and tuitions 
and soon hopefully coffee shop & native plant 
sales (this still requires County permissions).  
Membership fees are set to cover the costs of benefi ts:
 o  participation invitations for Special Events
 o  10% discounts on planned plant/coffee sales
 o  member only exhibits and previews
 o  subscription to our annual newsletter

We offer a variety of different ways to support the Reserve:

 Individual  $   50 (dual: $65)
 Family  $   75
 Student  $   25
 Senior  $   30 (dual: $ 45)

or other Tax Deductible Levels: send checks to dba:

 Steward  $ 150 Bonhoeffer Gardens
 Patron  $ 300 PO Box 280
 Benefactor $ 600 Stanwood, WA 98292

Bonhoeffer Botanical Gardens is a 501(c)3 entity.  Help us 
teach the next generation to treat the Earth as it is Heaven.
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The Butterfl y Kiosk Rooftops
A creative interactive learning experience for 
children!  Native animals eat native plants: 
dandelions, scotch broom, canary grass, and 
evergreen blackberries are junk food to native 
insects, birds, fi sh and mammals.

Native Plants
Bonhoeffer Gardens’ goal is to grow 

1,047 native Coastal, Cascade Slope 
and Puget Sound Trough’s fl ora for 
viewing by the next generation. We 

are more than 1/2 way there!

The Children’s Park
For 3 & 4 year olds who walk through the 
gates.  Picnic on tables, fi nd raccoons, 
make a wish in our wishing well, or see a 
waterwheel turn - all for younger children 
and those young at heart.

Our History
Imagine Coho salmon being dried in our pic-
nic area’s fi replace built with bricks used as 
ballast from English trading ships. Assist us 
restore the once abundant runs in Freeborn 
Church Creek waters (destroyed by Federal 
& State contractors while fi nishing the I-5).

While you are visiting 
please enjoy ...

Native Herbarium & Coffee Shop
Visit a 1901 Jewish farm family’s house 
that displays digital “fl owering pictures” of 
the area’s 1,000 plant species (most NW 
plants only bloom March to May).

WW II Holocaust Remembrance
Visit kiosks for those who perished wearing 
badges: the educated elite, Jehovah Wit-
nesses, military offi cers, Gypsies, the hand-
icap, and dissident Lutherans and Catholics 
while honoring the disproportionate impact 
on those of the Jewish faith. We host a few 
their ashes below the Star of David.

Learning Center Outdoor Lab Classes
Walk the circular path; visit each of the 16 kiosks equally 
spaced around the fl at Gardens’ waters.  
Lab questions are available for teachers 
interested - review courses developed for
4 minute stops at each kiosk with 2 
minutes to walk to the next. In 2 hours stu-
dents can learn about the plants existent 
150 years ago.
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Herbarium Coffee Shop
The red house above the Gardens has 
been remodeled as a herbarium should the 
County so approve, also allowing a place to 
refl ect and/or purchase native plants.

Farm’s Rose Garden & Grotto
We are test growing part of Anne Belovich’s 
collection of climbing roses, the largest in 
North America. Perhaps, someday, one will 
relax and dine in a Rose Garden Patio.
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Found on 20+ acres located on Exit 215 of the I-5 Free-
way, 45 minutes north of Seattle. It contains NW America’s 
native plant garden (plants don’t recognize state boundar-
ies). View our indigenous trees, shrubs, vines, and ferns 
along with most grass, moss, 
mushroom, pond, fl ower 
and ground cover species. 
The Gardens also exhibit 3 
types of wetlands on a por-
tion of the 1973 State de-
stroyed Freeborn Church 
Creek.  The Gardens are 
intended to serve as an out-
door educational and recre-
ational resource for the coming generations.  As part of the 
Freeborn Reserve (a joint venture of the Pilchuck Learning 
Center and Freeborn Church), its paths and kiosks, like the 
Pilchuck Living History Farm’s across the road, serve as 
“outdoor 3-dimensional laboratories.” The Gardens focus 
on the preservation of the Northwest’s indigenous plant spe-
cies. We invite you to visit; there is no admission charge. 

Visitors and supporters are asked to: 
• Enhance & protect the natural watershed;
• Not pick leaves, turn rocks or destroy or alter the 

natural habitat in any way  (ferns, moss, fl owers and 
grass are under propagation);

• Document and share any developed instructional 
materials with other teachers and researchers; 

• Heighten awareness about the “holistic” Nature 
enjoyed by settlers 150 years ago (the 1864 US 
County Census found only 44 pioneers, all men); 

• Allow all visitors to peacefully enjoy the trails, gar-
dens and watershed area. If you are able, please 
refrain from smoking and alcoholic beverages 
Unsupervised children are not allowed (ponds are 
deep, life jackets are available at the PreSchool);

• This is the NW’s only native botanical garden;    
enjoy yourself, the gardens, and the day - 
                                                                                                                                life is short.

Pilchuck Living History Farm 
We have 5 heritage buildings and have 
started the construction of rolling huts 
for 14 other native and pioneer cultures.

Old Church & Cemetery
Now restored; worship on Sunday like 
our ancestors who feared God.

Pilchuck Artists’ Glass Legacy
View the Gardens’ signature pieces by 
100 Old & New Era Pilchuck artists.

Bonhoeffer Hall
When open, entrance is free of charge 
(though donations welcome); events 
vary by month; Early May and mid 
October are reserved for displaying 
Pilchuck Glass School Centerpieces.

Pilchuck Stanwood Camano
Learning Center’s 3 hour “Sun-
day School on weekdays” with 3 year 
olds T&Th and 4 year olds M-W-F. 

PILCHUCK LIVING HISTORY FARM and BONHOEFFER BOTANICAL GARDENS

 the FREEBORN RESERVE

                                            I-5
                                    Freeway
         
                 Exit 215

- existing, planned or in development -

Visitors enter under Washington’s 
Recreational Use Statue – RCW 
4.24.200 & .210 allowing public 
recreational use including nature 
study and viewing or enjoying 
historical archaeological, scenic, or 
scientifi c sites on private, R-5 land.

“I believe a man is happier, 
and happier in a richer way,

            if he has “the freeborn mind.”  
                                        C.S. Lewis,  Willing Slaves


