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EXIT 215’SEXIT 215’S
FREEBORN RESERVEFREEBORN RESERVE

Freeborn Reserve: Pilchuck Learning Center, Living History Farm, Preschool, 
Freeborn Church and Cemetery, Bonhoeff er Hall, Sophie’s Herbarium and 
Grotto, and Bonhoeff er Botanical Gardens’ visitors enter under Washington’s 
Recreational Use Statue – RCW 4.24.200 & .210 allowing public recreational use 
including nature study and viewing or enjoying historical archaeological, scenic, 
or scientifi c sites on private, R-5 land.  No visitor or admission fees are required.










Preschool & Garden Dreams
- 410’ to your left/NE

Haiti Mission Projects
 - 260’ to your left/NE

History Among the Departed
- 140’ to your left/West

Children Forest Park & Salmon Drying Kiln
- You Are Here Now       

A Jewish Pioneer Farm
- 280’ to your right/West

Bonhoeffer Botanical Gardens
- 330’ to your right/West

Why the Water Testing Pipes?
- 460’ to your right/West 

Why No Stream in the Gardens?
- 480’ to your right/SW

Evidence that salmon once existed at Exit 215 is found in perhaps 
the oldest structure on the Campus: the fi replace in the Children’s 
Forest Grove to your left.  This fi replace may have been once 
surrounded (in whole or in part) by a wooden structure; it contains 
iron bars to dry or smoke salmon.  (This use attributed by Historical 
Research Associates, contracted to establish the Exit 215 Campus as 
a registered historic district.)  First used as a part of a smoke house 
(conserving food was an issue before refrigeration), church records 
tell of congregation picnics and crowdsource stories tell of the 
local speakeasies’ use.  Dried salmon was a protein source for early 
pioneers, just as it had been for Native Americans for 1,000s of years.     

Scuba divers in Utsalady Bay (Camano Island) report mounds of 
bricks like those found in the fi replace, dumped from ships arriving 
from distant ports, bricks used as ballast for inbound trips (inbound 
trips included dried goods, clothing, and people combing for a lighter 
load than outbound hulls and decks loaded with lumber).  You can see 
other bricks like these in the streets of Stanwood.  A “smoke house” 
begs the question, “from where did the salmon come?” 
         

Sailing ships are gone, brick streets are no longer being built, and 
neighbors no longer smoke meat for the winter months, but Church 
Creek Coho continue to exist.  Freeborn Church Creek’s (the West 
Fork starts in a hairpin turn around the Old Chapel) salmon barely 
hang on from extinction, now found only in a center branch that runs 
into the “inside of a larger hairpin,” of the West Fork that runs north 
from here, then turns west (under the freeway) and then south again 
(running through Bonhoeffer Wetlands found 2.5 miles to the west).  

Every population of salmon represent a geographically cohesive 
group of fi sh that rarely spawns with any others, genetically isolated 
and distinct from all other. Over time populations adapt to their 
environment.  Once plentiful before the building of the I-5 freeway, 
Bonhoeffer Gardens’ salmon were thoughtlessly destroyed in 1973.  

FREEBORN RESERVE’SFREEBORN RESERVE’S
FIREPLACE & LOST SALMONFIREPLACE & LOST SALMON

When the Grand Coulee Dam was constructed 
(and later downstream, the Chief Joseph), no fi sh 
ladders were built.  1,000s of miles of spawning 
grounds were lost, forever.  Th is included 77 spe-
cifi c populations of trout and salmon sub-pecies.  

We calculate the I-5 may have destroyed even 
more habitat.  When built in the late 50s – 70s 
(funded by the Department of Defense), the I-5’s 
rivers received bridges, but creeks, brooks, rills 
and streams were given 1’ & 2’ metal pipes, oft en 
stretching dark and foreboding 100s, even 1,000s of feet. Every dip, south from the Canadian Bor-
der (and there are hundreds) has 
such a pipe(s) including the Gar-
dens’ circumvention shown at the 
right, denying spawning salmon of 
their gravel “reds” (beds).

Exit 215 has 2 sets! Th e fi rst runs 
the West Fork of Church Creek wa-
ters west under the I-5, then north 
downstream ½ mile in a west side 

ditch, then in 
a 2nd freeway-wide pipe back to the east, to totally circumvent Exit 215.  And 
because of the geography (water fl owing in ditches along a road), these pipes’ 
output is into a ditch clogged with grass, non-oxygenated, slowly moving, in 
the full sun (shown along the Brandstrom Road). Coho require 14 months in 
their watershed birthplace and the ability to migrate to the ocean.

Before the I-5, Freeborn Church Creek had a huge salmon run. Th ey still 
exist today in Church Creek’s other branch (the picture above taken in 
November) of a rare sub-species of Coho that spends its adult life within 
Puget Sound; Church Creek also has the larger Coho with tagged adults 
ranging from Langara to Cresent City.  Th ese sub-species were once abun-

dant (as were 
Chum). Salmon are gone because of a 
last minute “rethinking” of Freeborn 
Church Creek drainage in 1973, as this 
section of the I-5 Freeway was being 
completed.  Th e inspector’s log book at 
the left  attests to a “redesign.” 

Why did the circumvention of Exit 
215 occur?

THE NORTHWEST’S LARGEST DAMTHE NORTHWEST’S LARGEST DAM

FREEBORN RESERVE’SFREEBORN RESERVE’S
HISTORY PEDESTALS HISTORY PEDESTALS 

Pedestals (14 in all) are found on both sides of 300th. With 
the Farm’s 16 Heritage Trailers/Cabins and the Gardens’ 16 
Kiosks, they combine to provide educational venues, 2 hour 
outdoor labs (4’ at each station, 2’ for transit) covering topics 
rarely taught today in schools.  The Reserve honors this area’s 
pioneers, their beliefs and dreams, and the land they settled.


